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DETAILED ACTION 
Sped fi ca. tion 

1. The title of the invention is not descriptive. A new title 
is required that is clearly indicative of the invention to which 
the claims are directed. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §102 

2. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs 
of 35 U-S-C. 102 that form the basis for the rejections under 
this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) The invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or 
a foreign country or in public use or on sale in this country, more than one 
year prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 

3. Claims 1-3, 5-17, 19-21, 23-25, 27-31, 33-35 and 37-49 are 
rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Schettler et al. U.S. Patent Number: 5,872,932 (hereinafter 
referred to as Schettlei" , ) 

4. Referring to claims 1, 19, 33, Schettler teaches a method 
for managing accessibility of fabric devices from a host system, 
comprising: storing a plurality of configuration repositories 
[see column 6 - lines 1-4, Mata bases (topology and map)'], 
wherein each one of said plurality of configuration repositories 
identifies one or more fabric devices [see column 6 - lines 24- 
33]; receiving a reguest to online fabric devices according to a 
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specified one of said plurality of configuration repositories 
[see column 6 - lines 59-67 and column 7 - lines 1-4, 'on- 
demand' and column 14 - lines 48-61] ; accessing the specified 
configuration repository [see column 6 - lines 24-33]; and 
requesting a configuration operation to online, for the host 
system, one or more of the fabric devices identified in the 
specified configuration repository [see column 2 - lines 29-36, 
column 6 - lines 34-58 and column 7 - lines 55-63.] 

5. Referring to claims 2, 20, 34, Schettler teaches wherein 
said requesting a configuration operation comprises requesting a 
fabric driver to create an operating system node for each 
identified fabric device not already online and requested to be 
brought online [see column 6 - lines 24-58.] 

6. Referring to claims 3, 21, 35, Schettler teaches wherein 
said requesting a configuration operation comprises: indicating 
a desired configuration status for each fabric device identified 
in the specified configuration repository [see column 6 - lines 
59-67 and column 7 - lines 1-4]; requesting a fabric driver to 
create an operating system node for each identified fabric 
device not already online whose desired configuration status is 
configure [see column 7 - lines 21-48 and column 9 - lines 38- 
48]; and requesting a fabric driver to deactivate or delete an 
operating system node for each identified fabric device whose 
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desired configuration status is unconfigure [see column 7 - 
lines 21-54 and column 9 - lines 38-48.] 

7. Referring to claims 5, 23, 31, Schettler teaches wherein 
said requesting a configuration operation comprises requesting a 
fabric driver to verify the availability of each identified 
fabric device on the fabric [see column 7 - lines 21-48.] 

8. Referring to claims 6, 21, 38, Schettler teaches further 
comprising creating one of said configuration repositories by: 
receiving a request for a list of fabric devices available to a 
host system [see column 6 - lines 59-67 and column 7 - lines 1- 
4]; providing said list in response to the request [see column 6 

- lines 24-58]; receiving an indication of selected fabric 
devices from said list [see column 6 - lines 59-67 and column 7 

- lines 1-4] ; and creating one of said plurality of 
configuration repositories for identifying the selected fabric 
devices [see column 6 - lines 24-58.] 

9. Referring to claims 1, 39, Schettler teaches wherein said 
creating one of said configuration repositories further 
comprises requesting a configuration operation to configure for 
the host system the selected fabric devices from said list 
according to their indicated desired configuration status [see 
column 6 - lines 59-67 and column 7 - lines 1-4.] 
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10. Referring to claims 8, 40, Schettler teaches the method as 
recited in claim 6, wherein said providing said list comprises 
obtaining said list from a fabric driver [see column 5 - lines 
65-67 and column 6 - lines 1-11, ^operating system and 
conventional network software'.] 

11. Referring to claims 9, 28, 41, Schettler teaches the method 
as recited in claim 6, wherein said providing said list 
comprises displaying said list to a user [see 5 column - lines 
62-65, Misplay' and column 8 - lines 25-36.] 

12. Referring to claims 10, 29, 42, Schettler teaches further 
comprising modifying one of said configuration repositories by: 
providing entries from a specified one of said configuration 
repositories [see column 8 - lines 46-67, column 9 - lines 1-10, 
26-48]; receiving a request to delete an entry for one of the 
fabric devices identified in the specified configuration 
repository [see column 4 - lines 11-36, column 8 - lines 46-67, 
column 9 - lines 1-10, 26-48]; and in response to said request 
to delete, updating the specified one of said configuration 
repositories to delete said entry [see column 8 - lines 46-67, 
column 9 - lines 1-10, 26-48.] 

13. Referring to claims 11, 30, 43, Schettler teaches further 
comprising modifying one of said configuration repositories by: 
providing entries from a specified one of said configuration 
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repositories [see column 8 - lines 46-67, column 9 ~ lines I-IO^. 
26-48]; receiving a request to change the desired configuration 
status for one of the fabric devices identified in the specified 
configuration repository [see column 8 - lines 46-67^ column 9 - 
lines 1-10, 26-48] ; and in response to said request to change 
the desired configuration status, updating the specified one of 
said configuration repositories to indicate the requested change 
to the desired configuration status [see column 8 - lines 46-67, 
column 9 - lines 1-10, 26-48.] 

14. Referring to claims 12, 44, Schettler teaches wherein said 
modifying one of said configuration repositories further 
comprises requesting a fabric driver to verify the availability 
on the fabric of each fabric device identified in the modified 
configuration repository [see column 9 - lines 26-48.] 

15. Referring to claims 13, 45, Schettler teaches wherein said 
modifying one of said configuration repositories further 
comprises requesting a fabric driver to create an operating 
system node for each fabric device not already online whose 
desired configuration status is configure [see column 4 - lines 
11-36, see column 6 - lines 59-67 and column 7 - lines 1-4.] 

16. Referring to claims 14, 46, Schettler teaches further 
comprising modifying one of said configuration repositories by: 
providing a list of fabric devices available to the host system 
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[see column 6 - lines 1-4, Mata bases (topology and map) H ; 
receiving an indication of one or more selected fabric devices 
from said list with desired configuration status for each 
selected fabric device to be added to a specified one of said 
configuration repositories [see column 6 - lines 59-67 and 
column 7 - lines 1-4]; and updating the specified one of said 
configuration repositories to add entries for each selected 
fabric device [see column 8 - lines 46-67, column 9 - lines 1- 
10, 26-48.] 

17. Referring to claims 15, 47, Schettler teaches wherein said 
modifying one of said configuration repositories further 
comprises requesting a fabric driver to verify the availability 
on the fabric of each fabric device identified in the modified 
configuration repository prior to said updating [see column 9 - 
lines 26-48.] 

18- Referring to claims 16, 48, Schettler teaches wherein said 
modifying one of said configuration repositories further 
comprises requesting a fabric driver to create an operating 
system node for each fabric device not already online whose 
desired configuration status is to be configured for the 
modified configuration repository [see column 4 - lines 11-36, 
see column 6 - lines 59-67 and column 7 - lines 1-4.] 
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19. Referring to claims 11, 31, 49, Schettler teaches wherein 
one of said plurality of configuration repositories is a 
persistent repository indicating a default fabric device 
configuration for the host system [see column 4 - lines 11-36.] 

20. Referring to claim 24, Schettler teaches wherein said 
standard interface for verifying is configured to, in response 
to a verification request specifying one of said configuration 
repositories, request said fabric driver to verify the 
availability on the fabric of the fabric devices identified in 
the specified configuration repository [see column 7 - lines 21- 
63 and column 9 - lines 25-48.] 

21. Referring to claim 25, Schettler teaches wherein said 
fabric driver is configured to, in response to said request to 
verify, access a fabric name server to determine availability of 
the fabric devices identified in the specified configuration 
repository [see column 7 - lines 21-63, ^topology data- device 
address' . ] 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

22. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which 
forms the basis for all obviousness rejections set forth in this 
Office action: 
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(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically 
disclosed or described as set forth in section 102 of this title, if the 
differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior 
art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at 
the time the invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the 
art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be 
negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

23. Claims 4, 22 and 36 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as 

being unpatentable over Schettler et al. U.S. Patent Number: 

5, 872, 932 (hereinafter referred to as Schettler"' ) and further 

in view of Tonelli et al. U.S. Patent Number: 6,229,540 



(hereinafter referred to as Tonelli'' . ) 



24. Referring to claim 4, 22, 36, Schettler teaches to 
requesting a fabric driver to deactivate or delete an operating 
system node [see Schettler column 4 - lines 11-36, column 8 - 
lines 46-67, column 9 ~ lines 1-10, 26-48] however does not set 
forth the limitation of receiving a warning that one of the 
identified fabric devices whose desired configuration status is 
unconfigure is in-use for the host system and in response to 
said receiving a warning, canceling deactivation or deletion of 
the operating system node for the in-use fabric device. Tonelli 
teaches the above limitation [see Tonelli column 11 - lines 41- 
51] to prevent system malfunction. 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the 
art at the time of applicant's invention that it was old and 



well know in the computer art to get the advantage of preventing 
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system malfunction by providing a warning indication when a 
device that is in use is being deleted- It would have been 
obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of 
applicant's invention to include a warning that one of the 
identified fabric devices whose desired configuration status is 
unconfigure is in-use for the host system and canceling 
deactivation or deletion of the operating system node for the 
in-use fabric device to get this advantage. 

25, Claims 18, 32 and 50 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as 
being unpatentable over Schettler et al . U.S. Patent Number: 

5, 872,932 (hereinafter referred to as Schettler"' ) and further 
in view of Anderson U.S. Patent Number: 5,974,546 (hereinafter 
referred to as ^'Anderson".) 

26. Referring to claims 18, 32, 50, Schettler teaches further 
comprising modifying one of said configuration repositories [see 
Schettler column 8 - lines 46-67, column 9 - lines 1-10, 26-48] 
however does not set forth the limitation of in response to a 
reboot of the host system, reading said persistent repository 
and requesting a configuration operation to configure for the 
host system the fabric devices identified in the persistent 
repository according to said default fabric device 
configuration. Anderson teaches the above limitation [see 
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Anderson column 2 - lines 31-42] to allow the system to 
reconfigure itself after a system changes such as a reboot of a 
host system. 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the 
art at the time of applicant's invention that it was old and 
well know in the computer art to get the advantage of being able 
to use default configuration in order to allow the system to 
reconfigure itself a after system changes such as reboot of a 
host system. It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill 
in the art at the time of applicant's invention to include 
reading said persistent repository and requesting a 
configuration operation to configure for the host system the 
fabric devices identified in the persistent repository according 
to said default fabric device configuration to get this 
advantage . 
933 

27. Claim 26 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Schettler et al. U.S. Patent Number: 5,872,932 
(hereinafter referred to as '^Schettler'' ) and further in view of 
Williams et al. U.S. Patent Number: 6,344,862 (hereinafter 
referred to as Williams'' . ) 

28. Referring to claim 26, Schettler teaches to verify the 
availability on the fabric of the fabric devices identified in 
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the specified configuration repository [see column 7 - lines 21- 
63 and column 9 - lines 25-48] however, does not set forth the 
limitation of wherein if one of the fabric devices is determined 
not to be available in response to said verification request, 
said fabric configuration interface is configured to obtain a 
list of available fabric devices from the fabric driver for 
selecting a replacement for the unavailable fabric device. 
Williams teaches the above limitations [see Williams column 5 - 
lines 14-25] in order to provide a user with alternate means of 
completing a j ob . 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the 
art at the time of applicant's invention to include means for 
determining alternate devices to be used in case of a primary 
device malfunctions in order to provide a user with alternate 
means of completing a job. It would have been obvious to one of 
ordinary skill in the art at the time of applicant's invention 
to include a list of available fabric devices from the fabric 
driver for selecting a replacement for the unavailable fabric 
device to provide a user with alternate means of completing a 
job. 
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Conclusion 

29. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is 
considered pertinent to applicant's disclosure, 

Odenwald et al. U.S. Patent Number: 6,728,789 

Ricciulli U.S. Patent Number: 6,473,405 

Srinivasan et al. U.S. Patent Number: 6,304,549 

Shah et al. U.S. Patent Number: 6,694,361 

Lin et al. U.S. Patent Number: 6,748,459 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier 
communications from the examiner should be directed to Niketa 1. 
Patel whose telephone number is (703) 305 4893. The examiner 
can normally be reached on M-F 8:00 A.M. to 5:00 P.M. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are 
unsuccessful, the examiner's supervisor, Jeffrey A. Gaff in can 
be reached on (703) 308 3301. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 
703-872-9306. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be 
obtained from the Patent Application Information Retrieval 
(PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status 
information for unpublished applications is available through 
Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR system, 
see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on 
access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free) . 
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